[Diagnostic procedure combination in gastric cancer treatment].
Present status and problems in diagnostic procedure combination (DPC) for treatment of gastric cancer are reviewed in this article. DPC for gastric malignancies are subgrouped by the presence or absence of operation, operative procedures and adjuvant treatment such as intensive care, radiotherapy and chemotherapy. In a comparison between prospective payment and medical cost invested, most investments can be recovered by DPC in patients who underwent mucosal resection or gastrectomy without major complications. However, in patients with postoperative complications who required intensive treatment,considerable investments can not be recovered by DPC. In patients given chemotherapy, most of the investments in conventional chemotherapy can be recovered by current DPC. The clinical pathway appears to be a useful tool to control homogeneously well-qualified investments in DPC.